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Needy  refugee  families  flooding  Europe 

WESTERN  EUROPE  (BP) 


nine-year-old 

Every  family  has  a  story.  For  daughter  stays  close  by^^| 
Afghan  families  crowding  the  her  side,  gripping  her^^f 
refugee  centers  served  by  with  one  arm  and  a  teddy 
Southern  Baptist  mission  bear  with  the  other.  Her 
workers  in  Europe,  it's  usually  son  offers  a  crooked 
a  sad  one.  smile,  but  has  a  faraway 

Here's  an  example:  An  eth-  look  in  his  eyes. 
nic  Hazara  woman,  once  a  His  knee  bears  the  red 
teacher,  was  hit  twice  by  scar  of  the  bayonet.  Three 
Taliban  bullets  as  she  fled  the  other  children  remain  in^^| 
Afghan  capital  of  Kabul.  She  Afghanistan,  hiding  in^^| 
survived  —  barely  —  in  her  the  mountains  with  their 
home  village.  grandmother. 

She  couldn't  seek  medical  Is  the  woman's  hus- 
treatment,  since  no  male  doc-  band  alive  or  dead?  Only 
tors  under  the  Taliban  were  the  Taliban  knows.  They^^f 
allowed  to  see  a  woman's  body,  took  his  brother,  too,  but 
much  less  touch  it.  Any  women  eventually  freed  him  — 
doctors  were  exiled  to  their  after  putting  his  eyes  out. 
homes  long  ago.  "They  beat  nim  so  badly 

BHer  hus-  he  couldn't  move  any^^f 
band,  a  part  of  his  body,"  she  says 
well-to-do  of  the  brother,  adding  M; 

business-  sadly,  "I  know  nothing  erf  "Shai 

man,  was  my  nusband."  Afgh; 

arrested  twxx —  Such  stories  are  as  vows 
years  ago.  common  as  despair  ly."  F 

Tbe  Taliban  among  the  thousands  of - 

demanded  a  refugees  flocking  to  this 

high  ransom  European  country  for  sanctuary. 
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MOTHER  AND  DAUGHTER  —  Before  the  Taliban's  thugs  came 
reign  of  terror,  "Shanaz,"  35,  studied  law  in  in  tne  night, 
Af^anistan.  Her  daughter  "Lima,"  12,  never  even  saw  demanding 
the  inside  of  a  school.  As  women,  both  were  forced  to  to  know 
stay  home  by  the  Taliban.  Now  a  refugee  in  Europe,  at  where  he 
least  Lima  can  attend  classes.  "The  teacher  says  I  have  was.  When 
very  intelligent  children,"  her  mother  reports  with  the  woman's 
pride.  (BP  ^oto  by  Matt  Jones)  12-year-oid 

son  insisted 
his  father  was  still  in  jail,  they 
shouted,  "You  lie!"  and  threat¬ 
ened  to  cut  off  his  feet. 

They  left  after  terrorizine  tf\e 
family,  beating  the  boy,  apd  jab¬ 
bing  a  bayonet  into  his  knee.  He's 
been  traumatized  ever  since,  ftie 
woman  says,  wiping  away  tears. 

She  paid  a  smuggler  to  take 
her  into  Pakistan  the  same  week 
terrorists  attacked  New  York 
and  Washington.  Then  she  flew 
to  a  Western  European  country, 
not  named  for  security  reasons. 

Today  she  sits  in  a  narrow 
room  in  a  nondescript,  four- 
stoiy  dormitory,  waitmg  for  a 
decision  on  her  asylum  applica¬ 
tion.  She  asks  that  her  name  not 
be  used;  the  Taliban  may  bem 
the  run  in  Afghanistan,  out  she 
still-fears  for  me  lives  of  her  rel¬ 
atives  there. 


■  Bibles  in  various  languages. 

The  kids  come  running  mst, 
shouting  "Mr.  Andrew!  Mr. 
Andrew!"  and  jumping  into  his 
arms.  Parents  and  other  adults 
follow.  His  visits  count  among 
the  few  bright  spots  in  their 
often-gloomy  days. 

He^  even  broken  up  a  few 
fights  between  members  of 
rival  ethnic  groups. 

"Andrew  is  a  very  good 
man,"  says  an  Afghan  whose 
father  was  beaten  to  death  by 
the  Taliban.  "He  helps  us." 

"Arabic  Bibles  go  like  hot- 
cakes,"  Andrew  reports. 
"We've  probably  given  out 
hundreds  of  them." 

If  and  when  the  refugee  fam¬ 
ilies  do  return  home,  some  will 
be  carrying  those  Bibles  and  the 
Gospel  back  to  their  peoples. 

•HELP|NGWITH-CHORES—»v"Abmacl»*.ao  1,1 -year-old  A(ghan,  .^.Thats  the  ultimate  gpal  of  the 
itches  in  on  chores  in  the  communityj^tchen  at  a  European  ministry. 
ifugM  center  where  Southern  Baptist  misstonafies  aid ~  many  Meanwhile,  the  families  just 
milies.  (BP  photo  bv  Matt  lones>»  '  keep  cbihiire. 
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/  After  (Paul  and  Silas)  had  been  severely  but  it's  quite  another  to  see  the 
flogged,  they  were  thrown  into  prison  and  the  jail-  same  scenario  unfold  before 
er  was  commanded  to  guard  them  carefully.  Upon  our  own  modem  eyes. 
receiving  such  orders,  ^  put  them  in  the  inner  cell  Christian  aid  workers  Headier  jnn^Hni 

arui  fastened  their  feet  in  the  stocks.  Mercer  and  Dayna  Cuny  were 

About  midnight  Paul  and  Silas  were  praying  arrested  in  August  of  this  year  in 
and  singing  hymns  to  God,  and  the  other  prison-  Afghanistan  for  the  act  of  giving 
ers  were  listening  to  them.  Suddenly  thm  was  away  a  child's  book  containing 
such  a  violent  earthquake  that  the  foundations  of  information  about  Jesus.  In  that 
the  prison  were  shaken.  At  once  all  the  prison  radically  Islamic  country,  dus 
doors  flew  open,  and  everybody's  chains  came  was  a  capital  offense. 
loose.  (Acts  16:2^26  NTV)  Arrested  along  with  the  two 

American  women  were  six 
'  arrested  the  apostles  and  put  them  in  the  Germans  and  a  host  of  native 
public  jail.  But  during  the  night  an  angel  Af^ans  who  were  directly  or 
the  Lord  opened  the  doors  m  the  jail  and  indirectly  assistinjg  them  in 
brought  them  out.  (Acts  5:1^19  NIV)  their  relief  work.  W^e  most  of 

the  world's  attention  became 

Surely  the  spectacular  freeing  of  focused  on  freeing  the 
the  Lord's  people  from  the  "Afghanistan  Eight"  mreign- 
prisons  and  jails  of  their  first-  ers,  as  they  came  to  be  ^own,  ■majHj 
century  oppressors  ranks  near  the  the  fate  of  the  Afghan 
top  of  the  list  of  miraculous  deliver-  Christians  who  were  assisting 
ances  in  the  Bible.  Hme  and  again  them  was  all  but  sealed. 
the  starkest,  most  secur^ails  and  The  situation  was  grim,  but  HROTIi 
prisons  of  the  early  New  Twtament  then  God  stepped  in. 
era  failed  to  hold  a  few  simple  men  As  Northern  Alliance  fight- 
within  their  walls.  ers  neared  their  prison  in  K^ul 

The  authorities  of  the  day  —  under  air  cover  provided  by  the 
both  Roman  and  Jewish  —  were  United  States,  tne  eight  foreigners  quickly 
quite  familiar  with  the  cmel  effec-  became  hostages  and  were  forced  to  flee 
hveness  of  their  prisons  and  jails  the  city  with  meir  captors, 
when  it  came  to  snuffing  out  new  After  a  harrowing  cross-country  escape 
movements  that  threatened  the  political  that  iiKluded  spending  the  night  in  a  ship- 
and  religious  status  quo.  ping  container,  me  hostages  were  placed  in  an 

Try  as  they  might,  nowever,  the  authori-  abandoned  jail  under  armed  Taliban  guard, 
ties  sinmly  couldn't  contain  the  Good  Some  time  later,  they  heard  footsteps 
News  of  Jesus  Christ  with  their  jails  and  approaching  and  feared  it  could  be  tne 

grisons.  The  early  Believers  must  have  end  for  them  at  the  hands  of  the  Taliban. 

een  emboldened  beyond  measure  by  What  they  didn't  know  was  that  their 
these  occurances,  which  were  no  doubt  guards  had  slipped  away,  and  the  foot- 
instrumental  in  establishing  the  hard-  steps  they  hearef  were  Northern  Alliance 
fought  foothold  sought  by  those  early  fighters  searching  the  building. 

Christians  in  their  hostile  society.  The  hostages  were  freed  wimout  a  fight 

As  we  struggle  today  to  gain  a  foothold  <md  whisked  to  safety  in  the  middle  of  me 
in  our  own  nostile  society,  we  can  be  night  by  U.S.  Special  Forces  helicopters, 
emboldened  by  the  idea  that  it's  one  thing  The  only  rMxirted  iiuury  was  a  minor  cut 
to  read  about  2,000-year-old  deliverances,  on  the  hand  of  one  of  the  Qerman  hostages 
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Stephen's  amazing  behavior, 
guarding  the  coats  of  the  rock- 
tnrowers,  and  congratulating 
them  for  ffieir  courage. 

Saul  threw  no  stones,  but  he 
was  a  witness  that  day.  He  saw 
the  dying  Stephen  pray  for  his 
executioners  and  forgive  them. 

That  day,  Saul  was  bested. 
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missionary  said,  "After  all,  my  kind  of  Christianity  would  them  to  Jerusalem  for  trial, 
those  terrorists  lived  in  the  wm  a  terrorist  to  the  Lord  Jesus  I  wonder  whether  any 
United  States  for  many  months  Christ.  There  is  <m  imwritten  believer  said  in  a  prayer  meet- 
prior  to  the  Sept.  11  tragedies,  law  in  evangelism  that  you  can-  ing,  "Let's  pray  for  Saul  to 
why  didn't  your  church  lead  not  win  to  Christ  anyone  more  come  to  Christ  and  be  saved." 
them  to  Christ  while  they  were  committed  to  his  way  of  life  That  would  have  seemed 
living  in  your  city?"  than  you  are  to  the  Lord.  beyond  the  realm  of  possibility 

That's  what  stung.  I  have  In  other  words,  I  have  to  out-  even  to  these  people  who  had 
numerous  reactions  to  that  live  and  outlove  and  outdo  him  seen  their  share  of  miracles. 

Juestion,  on  various  levels,  in  my  own  commitment  and  sac-  Tliey  would  have  been  satis- 
irst.  I'm  not  sure  that  a  terror-  rifice  in  order  to  earn  his  atten-  fied  simply  to  be  protect^  from 
ist  on  a  suicide  mission  to  kill  tion,  and  ffierein  lies  a  problem.  his  escapades,  but  heaven  had 
hundreds  of  his  enemies  —  my  In  the  first  century,  the  early  bigger  plans.  All  God  needed 
neighbors  —  is  going  to  be  a  Christians  were  concerned  was  someone  who  could  out- 
candidate  for  visiting  my  about  their  own  Osama  bin  live  and  outlove  and  outdo  Saul 
church  and  heeuing  the  Gospel.  Laden.  His  name  was  Saul  and  —  maybe  outdie  him. 

I  mean,  these  guys  are  seri-  he  was  a  holy  terror  to  the  fol-  Enter  Stephen.  This  charter 
ously  disturbed.  Tnere  are  peo-  lowers  of  Jesus.  member  of  tne  first  deacon  fel- 

Ele  on  planet  earth  who  cannot  He  participated  in  the  execu-  lowship  is  described  in  Acts  6 
e  reasoned  with,  and  it  would  -tion  or  the  first  Christian  mar-  as  "full  of  grace  and  f>ower." 
seem  that  terrorists  poisoned  tyr,  Stephen,  and  with  that  taste  Here  was  God's  man  for  an 
with  blind  hatred  would  quali-  of  blood  followed  up  with  incredible  mission:  win  the  ter- 
fy.  I  keep  recalling  how  the  numerous  other  acts  ot  terror-  rorist.  Hie  seventh  chapter  of 
Lord  Jesus  said  only  little  chil-  ism.  He  even  received  permis-  Acts  tells,  of  Stephen's  death  by 
dren  could  receive  tne  Gospel.  sion  to  seek  out^  believers  iji  stpn^^Off  to  the  side  stpod 
‘  On  another  level,  I  wonder  if  Syrfa,  arrest  them,'^^n3  Bring  Saul  watcFiihg  the  action,  noting 
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Nat'l  Guard  seeking  a  few  good  chaplains 


Anned  with  a  1980  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  resolution  call¬ 
ing  for  a  legislated  or  constitutional  ban  on  all  abortions  except  to  save  the 
life  of  the  mother,  SBC  president  Adrian  Rogers  urges  a  Senate  panel  in 
Washington  to  pass  legislation  to  stop  abortions  in  the  United  States. 


In  response  to  an  article  by  the  editor  opposing  the  appointment  of  an 
ambassador  to  the  Vatican,  a  reader  responds:  "I  am  not  a  Catholic  or  a 
Baptist,  but  it  seems  to  me  you  afe  trying  to  discrfrtlinah?' against  people. 
Your  article  has  a  polecat  flavor  —  a  big  polecat." 


MONTGOMERX 
Ala.  (BP)  —  The 
Army  National 
Guara  needs  more 
pmple  like 

Lieutenant  Cokmd 
Bill  M(H]gan  of  the 
62nd  Troop 

Command  in 
Mon^cmieiY,  Ala. 

Specifically,  the 
Army  Natioiul 
Guard  is  in  need  of 
accredited  minis¬ 
ters  of  divinity,  at 
least  38  years  crfd 
who  meet  the  Anrw 
weight  standards 
and  can  pass  its 
physical  fitness  and 
medical  exams. 

"We  have  a  des- 
p>erate  need  for 
chaplains  in  the 
Army  National 
Guard,"  Morgan 
said. 

Chaplains  minis¬ 
ter  to  soldiers  aikl 


ZOOE. 


with  life-and-death  sit¬ 
uations  routinely," 
Morgan  said. 

Interest  in  spiritual 
matters  always  height¬ 
ens  during  crises, 
Morgan  said,  but  chap¬ 
lains  also  minister  to 
soldiers  during  high- 
risk  training  exercises 
such  as  ones  conducted 
at  Fort  Benning,  Ga. 

Morgan  said  there 
are  some  common  mis¬ 
conceptions  about  a 
National  Guard  chap¬ 
lain's  ministry,  includ¬ 
ing  the  idea  mat  chap¬ 
lains  are  restricted  m 
their  messages. 

"You're  not," 

Morgan  said,  noting  he 
has  preached  the  same 
sermons  to  church  con- 

Oations  and,  during 
s,  he  has  shared  the 
FAITH  Gospel  presen¬ 
tation  that  is  |x>pular 


CHAPLAINS  NEEDED  —  Bill  Morgan,  seen  here  in  his  role  as  an  Army  National  Guard  lieu-  ammig  churches, 
their  families,  con-  tenant  colonel  for  the  62nd  Troop  Command  in  Montgomery,  Ala.,  also  is  director  of  missions  The  National  Guard 
duct  wor^p  ser-  for  the  Autauga  Association  arxl  an  advocate  of  pastors  joining  the  guard's  ranks.  (BP  photo)  does  not  require  a 
vices  in  armories  as -  chaplain  to  leave  the 


well  as  in  the  field,  and  provide 
pashHal  care  to  soldiers  m  crisis 
situations. 

It's  a  job  that  Morgan  has 
had  for  tm  p^  30  years,  even 
long^  than  nis  24  years  in  the 
pastorate  or  the  three  years  he 
nas  been  serving  as  director  of 
missions  for  the  29  churches  in 
the  Autauga  Association. 

It's  been  enough  time  for 
McHgan  to  be  on  active  war 
duty  —  he  served  seven 
months  in  Saudi  Arabia  during 
Desert  Storm  —  and  more  than 
enough  time  to  learn  foe  fine 
art  of  what  Morgan  character¬ 
izes  as  the  essence  of  chaplain¬ 
cy,  "foe  ministry  of  presence." 

"A  chaplam,"  explained 
Morgan,  "is  a  calming  influ¬ 
ence,  even  in  storms,  because  of 
his  anchor  in  Christ." 


In  his  current  chaplaincy 
position,  Morgan  oversees  nine 
ofoer  chaplams,  including  a 
group  chaplain,  brigade  chap- 
uin,  and  battailkm  chaplains. 
He  compares  foe  battalion 
chaplair^  to  pastmrs  who  minis¬ 
ter  to  local  murches. 

"1  like  being  long-term,  relat¬ 
ing  with  people  who  many 
times  don't  have  good  relation¬ 
ships  with  their  churches 
because  they're  gone  so  much," 
Morgan  said. 

explains  establish  relation¬ 
ships  with  soldiers  in  their 
umts  during  nronthly  drills  and 
annual  training.  During  his  lat¬ 
est  drill,  Morgan  visited  with  a 
soldier  stricken  with  cancer. 

Because  Morgan's  unit  is  a 
cortunand  unit,  nie  current  war 
does  not  directly  affect  his  min- 


but 


Ministry  readang  Chinese 


j 

iteriab  aiC" 
wifo  willmg 


Many 


whenever  a  unit  is 
motnirzed,  a  chaplain  normally 
goes  along  wifo  nis  unit. 

As  ministers,  diaplains  do 
not  carry  weapons  or  engage  in 
combat  out  serve  to  help  ofoer 
soldiers  cope  wifo  any  fear. 

Chaplains  also  serve  on  their 
conunarKler's  staff  to  insure  foe 
constitutimial  right  of  free 
expression  of  rehgion  for  all 
soldiers  and  to  advise  the  com¬ 
mander  on  matters  of  ethics, 
morale,  or  ofoer  spiritual  mat¬ 
ters  facing  foe  unit. 

During  the  Gulf  War, 
Morgan  and  other  chaplains 
helped  advise  commanders  on 
foe  Muslim  rriigion. 

As  units  are  mobilized, 
chaplains'  ministries  become 
extended,  Morgan  noted. 
"Then  you're  not  just  iesp>onsi- 
ble  for  soldiers  in  your  unit  but 
those  around  you,  tcxi." 

During  war,  military  person¬ 
nel  operate  wifo  a  hei^tened 
sense  of  life  and  death,  Morgan 
said,  but  Jiaplains  by  nature  of 
their  role  are  already  accus¬ 
tomed  to  it. 

"1  think  that's  one  thing 
about  a  chaplain;  they  de^ 


pulpit  on  Sundays  during 
monthly  drills  if  they  are  pas¬ 
tors  of  a  local  church. 
Therefore,  Morgan  encourages 
pastors  who  meet  foe  require¬ 
ments  to  enter  foe  chaplaincy. 
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The  need  for  chaplains,  he 
said,  is  great,  particularly 
because  as  many  as  1,000  World 
War  n  veterans  die  daily. 

Chaplains  conduct  funeral 
services,  counsel  fcimilies  of  sol¬ 
diers,  and  minister  to  foe  sol¬ 
diers  themselves  as  they  deal 
wifo  foe  pressures  of  daily  life 
and  foe  threats  of  war. 

Chaplains  become  what 
Morgan  characterizes  in  mili¬ 
tary  terms  "a  force  multiplier." 
Thw  add  value  to  foe  troops, 
ror  more,  information,  con¬ 


tact  the  Mississii 
Guard  at  (601)  93' 


National 

3. 


Lookiii^^  bnek 


Paul  BlaiKhard  accepts  the  call  to  become  director  of  missions  for  the 
l^^nston  Assodabon  in  Louisville.  Prior  to  accepting  the  call,  Blanchard 
was  pastor  of  the  Eulaton  First  Church  in  Anniston,  Ala. 
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commissions  98  new  missionaries 


DAYTONA  BEACH,  Fla.  (BP)  —  Ron  Amcmg  tiiem  were  a  broad 
Stewart  didn't  particularly  want  to  attend  range  of  Quistian  workers  from 
the  local  churcn  revival  services  in  1971,  across  the  country,  including 
but  he  went  because  a  good  friend  had  church  planter  interns  birthing] 
invited  him.  “  new  cOT^regahcms  in  pi(meer 

As  it  tvimed  out,  Stewart — anavidama-  areas,  collegiate  evangelism 
teur  bowler  —  found  himself  at  the  church  missionaries  fostering  the 
the  same  night  nationally  known  pro  spread  of  tire  Gospel,  and  direc- 
bowler  Fred  Duncan  had  been  invited  to  tors  of  missicnns  and  state  con- 
speak.  He  believes  that  was  no  coincidence,  ventkm  staff  members  assistii^ 
"I  don't  think  I  would  have  listened  to  local  churches  in  church  pkinti- 
anybody  else  but  him,"^  Stewart  said,  ng  and  evangelism. 

"but  I  came  to  know  the  Lord  Jesus  Stewart,  a  painter  in  a  car 
Christ  that  night."  manufacturing  plant  before 

Stewart,  now  pastor/director  of  the  his  Conversion,  was  called  to 
New  Life  Mission  ministry  center  in  ministry  within  a  few  years  of 
Hamilton,  Ohio,  was  one  of  98  North  his  conversion  and  served  a 
American  Mission  Board  (NAMB)  mission-  number  of  years  as  a  pastor 
aries  commissioned  during  a  Sunday  .and  church  planter, 
morning  service  at  First  Church  in  Daytona  In  1988  he  became  pastor  of 
Beach,  Fla.  New  Life  Mission,  where  he 

refocused  the  church's  min- 
istry  and  developed  a  full-ser- 
vice  ministry  center  offering 


NEW  MISSIONARIES— 
Jeffery  and  Thea  Ford,  resort 
missionaries  in  Gulf  Shores, 
Ala.,  introduce  themselves 
during  the  recent  commission¬ 
ing  service  at  First  Church  of 
Daytona  Beach,  Fla.  North 
American  Mission  Board 
President  Robert  E.  "Bob" 
Reccord  (left)  was  on  hand  to 
all  98  missionaries  commis¬ 
sioned  during  the  service.  (BP 
photo  by  James  Dotson) 


Archaeologist  announces  landmark  excavation 


KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (BP)  —  Authenticity  of  Exodus  B.C.  Hoffmeier,  whose 
Renowned  biblical  archaeolo-  Tradition."  Hoffmeier  also  is  funded  by  a  Jewish  la' 
gist  James  Hoffmeier  believes  recently  was  quoted  in  a  U.S.  who  read  nis  book  "I 
he's  on  to  some  important  News  &  World  Report  article  Egypt,"  hopes  to  retun 
news  concerning  the  Exodus,  on  archaeology  and  die  Bible.  archaeological  site  next 
as  he  reported  on  his  landmark  Hoffmeier  and  an  archaeo-  The  Midwestern  S< 

excavation  in  Egypt  during  logical  team  began - — 

Midwestern  Seminary's  recent  digging  in  the  spnng 
Sizemore  Lecture  Senes  on  the  of  zOW  in  Teil  el- 
school's  campus  in  Kansas  Borg,  Egypt,  and  con- 
City,  Mo. 

Hoffmeier  is  the  professor  of  spring.  He  said  Tell 
Old  Testament  and  Near  ei-Borg  might  be  the 
Eastern  History  and  ancient  Migdol  site  in 
Archaeology  Trini^  Exodus  14:z. 

Evangelical  Divinity  School  in  What  they  found 
Deerfield,  Ill.  —  a  fort,  pottery, 

His  current  project  involves  and  tombs  — 
an  archaeological  dig  in  Egypt  already  is  signifi- 
of  significant  historical  and  cant,  he  said.  "Never 
biblical  proportions  for  this  before  has  anyone 
reason;  "No  one  has  ever  pin-  found  fired  brick 
pointed  the  three  sites  related  from  this  time 
to  the  Exodus  listed  in  Exodus  frame.  Up  until  now, 

14:2,"  Hoffmeier  said,  refer-  fired  brick  has  only 
ring  to  the  exodus  the  been  fovmd  from  as 
Israelites  from  Egypt.  back  the 

"The  goal  is  to  identify  the  Roman  period  (after 
route  of  me  Exodus  and  to  pin-  63  B.C.),"  Hoffmeier 

point  where  the  parting  of  the  said.  EXODUS  REVEALED  —  Archac 

sea  happened,"  he  said.  The  artifacts  are  Hoffmeier  of  Trinity  Evangelical  Div 

liuit  subject  is  his  historical  consistent  with  the  Deeerfield,  III.,  explains  his  latest  fi 
and  biblical  passion.  His  most  time  frame  of  the  Exodus  from  an  important  Egyptian  i 
recent  book  is  titled  "Israel  in  Exodus,  around  the  dig  to  students  at  Midwestern  Semii 
EgVt^b  Evidence  for  the  15th  to  13th 'Cenhnyt'City,  Mos  (BP  photo).— 


on  the  historicity  of  the 
Bible,  especially  from 
Genesis  to  Joshua. 

In  the  first  lecture,  he 
outlined  scholars'  view¬ 
points  on  the  topic  of 
whether  the  Bible  can  or 
cannot  be  used  as  a  book  of 
history. 

In  the  second  lecture,  he 
used  Psalm  136  as  a  model 
for  explaining  how  theolo¬ 
gy  and  worship  work 
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you  like  one?"  "I  think  so,"  she 
said.  Then  I  asked,  "What  kind 
of  donut  would  you  like?" 
"Krispy  Kreme!"  was  her  quick 
reply.  we  were  on  our  way 
to  set  up  a  one-person  feeding 
station  at  the  Krispy  Kreme 
donut  shop. 

It  was  a  speciaj  morning 
with  a  special  hftle  girl.  She  will 
remember  the  donuts,  and  I 

_  _  will  remember  her.  Storms 

ees,  and  hunting  ration  is  to  be  foimd  in  the  Forme  personally,  a  special  remind  us  to  care, 

still,  at  its  heart,  security  of  an  everlasting  rela-  blessing  came  out  of  the  tragic  •  Repair.  Storms  can  sure 

erful  day  in  tionsl^  with  God  through  storm.  Upon  hearing  that  one  mess  things  up  in  a  hurry.  Some 
a  day  to  pause  Jesus  Qirist.  He  makes  the  mf-  of  the  storms  had  touched  things  cannot  be  fixed, 
iks.  ference  in  this  world  cind  the  down  not  far  from  where  we  replaced,  or  put  back  together, 

ing  Day  had  just  world  to  come.  live,  I  headed  out  to  see  if  there  Folks,  families,  and  mtures 

;t  folks  had  not  •  Care.  Life  is  so  fragile  cmd  was  anything  I  could  do  to  have  been  altered,  but  some 

ne  to  eat  all  the  the  days  are  so  uncertain  that  help.  I  did  not  want  to  get  in  the  things  can  be  repaired.  It  is  at 
many  were  now  we  ought  to,  every  moment  of  way,  but  neither  did  Iwant  to  that  point  Mississippi  Baptists 
ink  about  getting  every  day,  make  the  most  of  not  respond.  stand  ready  at  the  crossroads  of 

ristmas.  each  moment.  "This  is  the  day  After  making  my  way  need  to  help, 

early  Saturday  which  the  Lord  has  made.  We  around  some  of  the  neighbor-  Even  as  the  storms  rolled 

life  was  about  to  will  rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it."  hoods  and  moving  a  few  tree  across  the  state,  our  Mississippi 
lousands  of  peo-  That  instructive  word  from  limbs,  I  went  by  to  see  if  my  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Units 

2  state.  the  Psalmist  ought  to  linger  daughter  and  her  family  were  were  poised  to  be  in  place  to 

id  not  risen  when  with  us  when  storms  come  alright  since  the  storm  had  feed,  care,  and  help  in  tne  name 
y  sirens,  announc-  and  when  celebrations  take  passed  close  to  their  home,  of  Jesus. 

her  cmd  even  tor-  place.  Life  is  a  one-way  jour-  Everything  was  fine  except  It  is  a  remarkable  and  con- 
^  began  to  soimd.  ney.  You  don't  relive  a  day.  they  were  without  power.  stantly  needed  ministry  made 

I  across  the  state.  You  only  make  the  most  of  As  I  sfeirted  to  leave,  I  cisked  possible  by  the  gifts  of 

ut  to  experience  a  each  experience.  if  my  five-year  old  grand-  Mississippi  Baptists  to  the 

ptember  11th.  Storms  remind  us  that  we  daughter  would  like  to  go  Margaret  Lackey  State  Missions 

an  attack  by  ter-  ought  to  care  about  those  home  with  me  since  she  was  Offering,  and  by  an  army  of 
be  clash  of  warm  things  that  really  count,  being  deprived  of  Saturday  qualified,  ready-to-respond 
creating  a  turbu-  Relationships  are  so  precious,  morning  cartoons.  "Yes!  Yes!  volunteer;^, 
would  destroy  and  things  and  activihes  are  so  Yes!"  So,  we  got  ready  to  head  Within  hours,  before  sun- 

relationships,  take  transitory.  home.  I  actu^y  thought  that  I  down  on  Saturday,  they  were  in 

it  the  future.  Out  or  the  thousands  of  sto-  would  carry  her  by  me  house  place  and  ready  to  help  in  the 

i  think  we  would  ries  that  have  come  from  the  where  her  grandmother  could  process  of  putting  life  back 
to  storms  in  September  11  tragedy,  we  all  take  care  of  her,  but  Ms.  Madi  together.  Di^ster  relief  efforts 
md  I  guess  we  are.  have  been  reminded  of  the  had  other  plcins.  do  not  just  happen.  It  takes  dol- 

immer  months  we  importance  of  a  phone  call,  a  We  got  mto  the  car  and  had  lars,  trciining,  equipment,  and 
those  huge  storms  caring  e-mail,  a  final  word,  barely  gotten  out  of  the  drive-  people  with  heart  —  lots  of 
n  from  the  Gulf  and  the  value  of  making  each  way  when  she  asked  me  what  pe^le  with  lots  of  heart! 
mes.  moment,  each  day,  each  hug,  she  might  eat  for  breakfast.  "1  Tnank  you,  Mississippi 

ng  and  fall,  we  live  each  expression  of  love,  of  don't  know.  What  would  you  Baptists,  for  being  those  kinds 
tional  period  that  such  significance  that  we  like?"  I  asked.  She  then  asked  of  people.  When  tne  skies  turn 
se  smaller,  but  would  not  mind  if  it  were  the  me,  "Would  you  like  a  donut?"  dark,  you  bring  the  light  of 
(owerful  twisters  last  remembrance.  I  responded  with,  "Well,  would  Christ  to  a  hurting  world! 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


MADD  to 
hold  vigil  i 
Greenville 


The  Mississippi  chapter  of 
Mothers  Against  Drunk  Driving 
(MADD)  will  hold  their  annu^ 
Statewide  Candlelight  Vigil,  to 
memorialize  the  victims  of 
drinking  and  driving,  at  5  p.m. 
on  December  8  at  St.  James 
Episcopal  Church  in  Greenville. 

"In  the  year  2000,  there 
were  379  Mississippians  killed 
and  thousands  injured  due  to 
drinking  and  driving,"  said 
Danny  Berry  executive  direc¬ 
tor  for  MADD  in  Mississippi 
and  pastor  of  Galilee  Churcn, 
Puckett. 

Keynote  speaker  will  be 
Melanie  Musgrove,  former  first 
lady  of  Mississippi.  Greenville 
Mayor  Raul  Artman  and 
Mississippi  State  Senator 
Neely  Carlton  of  Greenville 
are^also  on  the  program. 

The  public  is  invited  to 
attend;  there  is  no  admission 
charge.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  contact  MADD  at  (601) 
939-0233. 


PORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  —  While  Southwestern  Seminary  At  this  point,  God  uses  ttie  staff  and  vcriunteeo  at  FWPC  to  t 
idents  wait  aiudously  scores,  young  women  at  the  Fort  the  spedffc  nee^  of  toe  individuals,  she  said,  noting  that  she  k 

9rto  Pregrutocy  Center  (FWPC)  wait  to  find  out  whether  they  meeting  her  clients  individually,  many  of  v^toom  are  youttg 
seed  or  toiled  a  test  of  a  different  kind.  promiscuous. 

"I  think  md^  girls  tytM  somewhat  nervous,"  said  Beverly  "In  a  way  you  are  calming  them  down,  but  at  toe  same  tiizie 
llsmi,  director  oftoe  FWPC/  ^  Christian  organiza-  want  to  inform  toem  [about]  risks  involved  to  t 

n  toat  offers  f^  pnepMncy  tests,  counseling,  own  body,"  Wilson  said, 

d  support.  The  aven^  age  of  her  clients  is  "We  want  them  to  feel  that  sense  cff  support 

tween  15-25  and  ffiqEitdome  from  all  back- love,"  she  said,  adding  that  everytoing  is  done  to 
Dunds,  but  she  has  metndth  a  12-vear-o)d.  name  of  Jesus  Christ 


Christ 

A  gffl  who  had  an  abortion  returned  to  FW 
which  is  unusual,  l^^lson  said.  The  girl  idit  that 
ixHiki  come  back  to  an  environment  in  which 
^scMild  be  loved  and  suppcxted. 

>  Sometimes  she  gets  crustrated  with  "not  U 


3Q^  to  these  young  people,"  Wilsa 
oe  time,  she  continues  to  love  and  hq 
.gospel  and  information  so  that  tos 
change  fteir  Hfestyfcs. 


WOson  befaivotvad. 
liscon-  "Chiistims—- leaden  as 

ing  toe jxo-life  dillMs  and 


When  a 


whatoer  she  is  mbiking 
sdd.  "Hrst  of  all,  we  reaa 
fldentiaL" 

'Ihen  dha  aaks  them  a 


must 


ism'^WilsaQ  iMdd.  *Wle 
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Just  for  the  Record 


Carey  presents 
A  Christmas 
Carol  musical 

The  William  Carey  College 
(WCC)  Theatre  and  the  School 
of  Music  will  present  A 
Christmas  Carol,  a  musical 
adaptation  of  the  Dickens  clas¬ 
sic  by  Michel  Legrand  and 
Sheldon  Harnick,  on  Dec.  14 
at  7  p.m.  and  Dec.  1 5  at  2  p.m. 
in  the  Saenger Theatre  in  down¬ 
town  Hattiesburg.  Following  a 
tradition  of  33  years,  the  pro¬ 
duction  is  co-sponsored  by  the 
Hattiesburg  Arts  Council.  It  is 
presented  with  the  assistance  of 
the  Gannett  Foundation. 
Regular  admission  is  $10, 
seniors  and  military  are  $8,  and 
students  are  $5.  Tickets  can  be 
purchased  by  calling  the  WCC 
box  office  at  (601)  582-6221 
beginning  Dec.  10.  There  are 
no  reserved  seats.  The  box 
office  is  open  daijy  from  1  until 
4  p.m. 


The  preschool  group  of 
Evergreen  Church,  Louisville, 

recently  visited  the  Pine  Dell 
Farms  in  Starkville.  Pictured 
(from  left,  front  row)  are 
Savannah  Cole,  Bay  White, 
Abi  McCool,  Ben  Johns, 
Samuel  Cole,  Tyler  McCool, 
Ashley  Malone,  and  Kathryn 
King;  (back  row)  Kimberley 
King,  Alexandra  Cole,  and 
Emilee  Johns. 


J.  Talley 


In  response  to  an  expand¬ 
ing  MissionLab  program. 
New  Orleans  Seminary 
(NOBTS)  trustees  Providence 
Educational  Foundation's 
commitment  to  build  and 
operate  a  new  32-room  dor¬ 
mitory  for  MissionLab  and  to 
name  the  facility  in  honor  of 
Nelson  Price,  NOBTS  alum¬ 
nus.  Price  recently  retired  as 
pastor  of  Roswell  Street 
Church  in  Marietta,  Ga., 
where  he  served  for  over  35 
years.  MissionLab  is  a  cus¬ 
tom-tailored  program  match¬ 
ing  the  needs  and  abilities  of 
senior  adult,  student,  family, 
and  youth  ministry  groups 
with  appropriate  mission 
opportunities  in  the  New 
Orleans  area,  and  is  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Providence 
Learning  Center  (PLC),  for¬ 
merly  known  as  the  semi- 
nary'ls  continuing  education 
department.  NOBTS  trustees 
recently  approved  the 
Providence  Educational 
Foundation  and  elected  to 
pay  $250,000  towards  the  new 
student  housing  that  was 
recently  approved  by  NOBTS 
trustees.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  about  PLC,  contact  Marc 
Eichelberger  at  (800)  662- 
8701,  ext.  3260  or  visit  online 
at  www.nobts.edu/continue. 


S.  Talley 


Oak  Forest  Church,  Jackson, 
will  honor 
Jerry  and 
Sarah  Talley 
for  their  35tn 
anniversary 
celebration  on 
Dec.  2. 

Festivities  for 
the  day  will 
include  a 
reunion  choir 
at  8:30  a.m., 
rehearsal  at  9  a.m.,  and  singing 
during  the  10:30  a.m.  worship 
service.  Dinner  on  the  grounds 
will  be  served  at  11:30  a.m.  and  a 
roast  will 

begin  at  1  p.m. 
Jerry  Talley 
has  served  as 
music 
minister, 
youth/activi¬ 
ties  minister, 
and  associate 
?astor  during 
his  35  years. 
He  serves  as 
handbell  contract  consultant  for 

the  church  music  department  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 

Convention  Board  (MBCB). 
Sarah  Tcdley  is  the  organist  and 
children's  choir  coordinator.  For 
25  years,  she  has  been  the 

preschool /children  choir  con¬ 
tract  consultant  for  the  church 
music  department  of  the  MBCB. 
For  additional  information,  caU 
the  church  office  at  (601)  372- 
2021  or  fax  your  reservation  at 
(601)  372-4595.  An  e-mail  RSVP 
can  be  sent  to  dcovington@oak- 
forestbc.com. 

The  choir  of  East  Louisville 
Church,  Louisville,  will  present 
Color  it  Christmas,  on  Dec.  9  at 
11  a.m.  A  luncheon  will  follow 
in  the  family  life  center.  The 
youth  choir  from  Meadowview 
Church,  Starkville,  will  present 
God  of  Wonders  in  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  of  East  Louisville  Church, 
on  Dec.  12,  at  7  p.m.  A  worship 
service  of  candlelight  carols. 
Scripture,  and  communion  will 
be  held  on  Dec.  24  at  5  p.m.  For 
additional  information,  call 
(601)  773-3683  or  773-5179. 


First  Church,  Holly  Springs,  recen^  celebrated  the  completion 
of  its  office  and  ministry  complex.  Tne  complex  will  house  the 
offices  of  the  church  staff.  The  church  helps  serve  the  physical  needs 
of  the  community  with  a  clothes  closet  and  food  pantry  also  locat¬ 
ed  in  the  complex.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Maynard  Teel,  chairman 
of  the  board  of  deacons;  Curtis  Ferrell,  pastor;  and  Jay  McKinney, 
chairman  of  the  building  committee. 


GAs  of  Eastside  Church,  Belzoni 


The  GAs  of  Eastside 
Church,  Belzoni,  recently 
attended  Missions  Madness  at 
First  Church,  Natchez.  Pictured 
(from  left,  front  row)  are  Abby 
Roberts;  Kayla  Evans;  Blaine 
Harrison;  Holly  Lloyd;  Rachel 
Griffin;  Jewel  Abraham; 
Hannah  Griffin;  Marsha 
Harrison,  counselor;  (second 
row)  Cindy  Griffin,  Karen 
Evans,  ana  Denise  Roberts, 
counselors;  Michelle  Evans;  Kat 
Childress;  Mallory  Fisher; 
Mary  Ashton  Evans;  Spencer 
Griffin;  Lauren  Ashford;  Mary 
Elizabeth  Broadway;  and  Karen 
Ellison,  counselor. 

Liberty  Church,  Liberty, 
will  present  The  Road  to 
BethleWm;  a  musical  dreuna. 


Dec.  9  at  5  p.m.  and  7  p.m.  It  is 
under  the  direction  of  Danny 
Von  Kanel,  minister  of  music. 
Martin  Hayden  is  pastor. 

A  Holiday  to  Remember 
will  be  presented  at  Flowood 
Church,  Flowood,  Dec.  7  and 
Dec.  8  at  7  p.m.;  and  Dec.  9  at  6 
p.m.  Danny  Brock  is  minister  of 
worship  and  ministries.  G.  R. 
"Ricky^'  Gray  is  pastor. 

Algoma  Church,  Algoma, 
will  have  its  tenth  annual 
drive-through  Nativity  on  Dec. 
14,  and  Dec.  15,  from  6-9:30 
p.m.  It  will  consist  of  five 
scenes  portraying  the  birth  of 
Jesus.  For  additional  informa¬ 
tion,  call  the  church  at  (662) 
489-5846. 


Drew  Church,  Drew,  celebrated  its  25th  anniversary  of  the  Extra 
Youthful  Zest  (XYZ)  on  Oct.  25.  There  were  66  present  at  the  first 
meeting  on  Oct.  28,  1976,  and  about  36  members  meet  now.  Allen 
House  IS  the  new  pastor. 


T  CHURCH  BUSES 

T  ▼  y  TM  A  Stnrtc*  a! UfeWa\  ChnnhoH  Shms 

CARPENTER  BUS  SALES,  INC. 

(800)  370-6180 

LifeWay  discount 

RAISED  ROOF  VANS  IN  STOCK 

*  Center  Alste 

*  Low  First  Step 

*  2AI  SaaUng  with  Bucket  Soate 

*  More  headroom 

*  15  Passengers  (no  CDL) 

www,c^rpenterbu8^com . . 


2002  Model:  $37,900 
2001  Model:  $36,900 


Revmddate 

Dec.  7- 
9i  ftUiacf,.'?  p,iitiHWfcxfay>  ^ 
k;  Sunday,  H]i90^a.nri.  add 
.m.;  John  YMes»  Enterprise, 
evanselisi  and  musk; 
interim  pastor. 


b  p. 
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Names  in  the  News 


Cash  Chujxh, 
Lena,  has  called 
Tunothy  R. 


Mowdy  as  pastor. 


of^!^T0esem^^ 


Springs  Church, 
Newton,  where  he 
served  as  deacon, 
Sunday  School 
teacher,  and  youth 
teacher.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are 
Mike  Everett,  mis¬ 
sions  director  for 
Newton/Scott 
Associations; 
Mowdy; 

Charles 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 

with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 

children  ^  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


and 
Bonner, 

■  pastor  of  Poplar 
^rings  Churcn. 

Lane  Varner, 
staff  evangelist  at 
Davis  Road 
Church,  Byram, 
was  ordained  to  the  ministry  on 
Oct.  7.  He  currently  serves  as 
minister  at  lA^ow  Creek 
Retirement  Center  in  Byram  and 
is  available  for  service  elsewhere. 
Varner  is  a  graduate  of 
Mississippi  State  University. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Ricky 
Sununers,  pastor;  and  Varner. 


Everett,  Mowdy,  and  Bonner 


Summer  and  Varner 


^  ^  Foxworth,  ordained  Lance 

^  Newman  and  Kenneth 

Stringer  as  deacons  on  Sept. 

Hiram  Campbell,  interim  pas- 
tor;  Newman;  Stringer;  and 

First  Church,  Richton,  recently  ordained  Marvin  Freeman  as  dea-  Sherman  Pounds,  chairman  of 
con.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Buddy  Keyes,  pastor,  and  Freeman.  deacons. 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Medicare 


Supplement  or  Prescription  Drugs?  If  yes^  Call  Today! 

□  Disability  Medicare  Supplement 

Under  age  65  . . .  New  Low  Rates! 

Drug  Card! 

□  Medicare  Supplement 

Ages  65  and  over.  Low  Rates! 

Drug  card! 

□  Major  Medical  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room, 

Intensive  Care,  Surgery. 

Drug  card  available. 

Q  Mortgage  Family  Protection 

Plan  offers:  full  pay  off  of  your  mortgage 
should  you  die.  Return  of  all  premiums  paid 
should  you  live  until  the  end  of  the  term! 


Campbell,  Newman,  Stringer,  and  Pounds 


Unity 
Church, 
Pascaeoula, 
licensed  Jared 
V^lliams  to  the 
ministry  on 
July  2$.  Ken 
Hembree, 
pastor,  pre- 
s  e  n  t  e  d 
Williams  with 
the  license. 
Pictured 
(from  left)  are 
Williams  and 
Hembree. 


Agents  needed. 

For  complete  details  on  all  plans 
including  limitations  and 
exclusions  call  today. 

’Not  connected  widi  «my 
federal  program. 


Williams  and  Hembree 


A.  R.  I^^ndham,  pastor  of 
Enon  Church,  Bay  Spnnra,  was 
honored  on  Pastor 
Appreciation  Day,  Oct.  17.  He  is 
pictured  with  his  wife  Ann. 


Ammon,  Bush,  Ivy,  and  Williams 


Fellowship  Church, 

Meridian,  ordained  Jake 
Ammon,  Jam^  Bush,  and 
Danny  Ivy  on  (^.  14  as  new 
deacons.  Pictured  (from  left) 
are  Ammon,  Bush,  Ivy  and 


Tim  Tubby  was  licensed  to  preach  Oct.  28  by  East  Philadelphia 
Church,  Philadelphia.  Tubby  is  available  for  preaching  engage¬ 
ments  and  can  be  reached  through  the  church  office  at  (601 )  656- 
4797.  Pictured  with  Tubby  (left)  is  Dwight  Faulkenbery,  pastor. 


Jimmy  lA^ams,  pastor. 


The  l^^dhams 


Low-tech  water  purification  leads  to  unreached 


dimes 


TAMBI,  Cote  d'Ivoire  (BP) 
—  The  man  looks  skeptically  at 
the  clear  plastic  water  bottle 
cmd  can  or  black  paint  sit  on 
the  ground.  He  knows  there  is 
no  way  these  two  simple 
things  are  going  to  make  nis 
family  healmier,  but  he's  will¬ 
ing  to  try  anything.  Too  many 
people  are  dying. 


Mt 

2002.  Thetiftt  wA  be.JaniBiy 
15-17  at  the  Coloniai 
Church  in  Jackson.  Thejeoond 
will  be  April  18-20  at  FM 
Church,  Saltillo. 

These  training  events  are  for 
pastors  and  oink  1^  leaders 
who  desire  to  be  trainied  in  the 
FAITH  Evan^ism  strat^.  To 
register,  call  LifeWay  Chnstian 


WATER  OF  LIFE  —  An  unidentified  Baptist  volunteer  teaches  vil¬ 
lagers  in  Tambi,  Ivory  Coast,  a  low-tech  way  to  sterilise  their  drink¬ 
ing  water  and  keep  many  people  from  dying  of  waterborne  diseases. 
In  the  process,  members  of  the  unreachM  Nafana  people  group  saw 
the  love  of  God  in  action  and  learned  about  the  Living  Water.  (BP 
photo) 


February  21-23,  2002 

at  the 

White  Sands  Holiday  Inn  ip  Qulf  Shores,  AL 

Speakers:  Worship  Leader:  Devotions  by; 


don^  or  who  are  working 
with  smaller  churdies.  ' 
The  April  dlnlc  in  Saldilo  is 


a  first  for  Mississii 


pastors.  While  churches  pf  all 
sizes  may  participate,  the 
schedule  is  arrangra  so  that 
pastors  siho  ,AcA,^ii|||l|pte 


AT  THE 

Christian  Retreat  Center 
Bradenton,  Florida 

February  7-10, 2001 


Dwayne  Karen 

Moore  Singleton 

Make  plans 
to  join  us  for 
a  wonderful  time! 


Dr.  Darrell 
Robinson 


Scott 
Dawson 
In  Gmcert: 


Fifty-six  classes  &  workshops  for  beginner  to 
advanced  writers  will  be  offer^. 


Prices  as  low  as 
$89  per  person! 


For  a  free  brochure,  contact  Billie  Wilson  by  sending 
inquiries  to  2344  Armour  Ct.,  Titusville,  FL  32780;  by 
calling  (321)  269-5831;  faxing  (321)  264-0037; 
or  emailing  dwilson@ditigali.net.  ^ 

You  may  also  visit  us  on  the  web  at  www.flwriters.org. 


Hvlan  Burton 


C4LJi-800-86^:r3i 


to  request  an  information  packet 


November  29, 2001 
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UNIQUE  COMBINATION 

Editor 

Perkinston  Church  in  Gulf 
Coast  Association  has  a 
unique  ministry  opportunity 
for  the  right  person.  The 
church  is  searching  for  some¬ 
one  to  fill  the  position  of  min¬ 
ister  of  music  and  worship  on 
a  part-time  basis.  The  church 
property  is  located  adjacent 
to  Misassippi  Gulf  Coast 
Community  College's 

Perkinston  campus,  which  is 
need  of  a  Baptist  Student 
Union  associate  director. 

The  two  ministry  positions 
could  effectively  be  merged 
into  one  very  compatible 


ministry  with  a  competitive 
full-time  salary /support 
package.  If  you  nave  that 
unique  combination  of  music 
and  worship  leadership  skills 
plus  a  desire  to  relate  with 
and  minister  to  college  stu¬ 
dents,  we  would  love  to  talk 
with  you. 

Please  call  me  at  (601)  928- 
7532  at  church  or  (601)  928- 
3423  at  home.  Send  ■  e-mail 
messages  to 

Jimthrash@cs.com  or  mail 
resumes  to  Perkinston 
Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  263, 
Perkinston,  MS  39573. 

Jim  P.  Thrash,  pasfbr 
Perkinston  Church 
Perkinston 


GOSPEL  IS  TRUTH 
Editor 

Vie  hear  ttie  lemaik,  'Tfs  ttie 
Gorod  trutii."  That  is  just  what 
die  Go^el  is  —  tnitiK.  We  have 
heard,  'Tie  really  preached  the 
Go^ieL"  We  pray  he  did.  The 
Gospel  is  Got!  speaking  to  man. 
The  Gospel  has  no  variance. 

It's  die  Goqiel  that  brings  man 
to  the  Savior.  God  adls  me  to 
share  die  GoqTel  widi  lost  pdv 
ple.  The  Go^iel  does  not  ccshe 
just  from  the  pulpit  It  is  shared 
by  one  witness  to  another  person. 

We  are  God's  only  messengers 
to  man.  We  are  calira  to  let  our 
light  so  shine  diat  others  might 
see  Christ  in  us.  Life  is  so  short. 


and  eternity  is  forever.  OnN  ii 
this  short  tune  on  eartii  will  w( 
be  able  to  give  our  witness. 

The  Gospel  lets  others  see 
Jesus  in  us.  We  as  Christians  are 
to  hunger  after  reaching  lost 
loved  ones,  neighbors,  and  our 
neighbors'  chilcu^  The  Gomel 
is  die  light  of  Jesus  shinmg 
dirough  us.  I 

It  was  OTKe  said  that  the  time 
will  come  when  man  can't  stand 
sound  Gospel:  God  never  intend¬ 
ed  for  his  church  to  turn  into  a 
side  show,  as  we  are  hearing 
about  some  churches.  Lord,  just 
lead  us  by  your  precious  hand  — 
the  Gospel  way. 

Tom  Walden 
Jackson 


Just  for  thc  Record 


I 

V 

-V 

Youth  group  of  Pine  Grove  Church,  Union 


The  youth  group  of  Pine 
Grove  Church,  Union  (pic¬ 
tured),  recently  held  a  retreat  at 
the  KOA  campgrounds  in 
Toomsuba.  Pictured  are  the 
youth  and  adult  leaders. 


The  RAs  of  Corinth  Church, 
^rvis  (pictur^),  participated 
in  the  mission  project. 
Operation  Christmas  Child,  by 
;  25  boxes  for  children 
le  world. 


THE  MISSISSIPPI  TABLECLOTH  and 

ortief  stones  -  $7  -  great  gift!  Order  ftom 
Guy  Henderson,  202  McDonald  Drive, 
Clinton,  MS  39056. 

ATTENTION  MINISTEIK  and  self 
employed.  Finally  affordable  health  insur¬ 
ance  call  (662)  568-3482.  Underwritten 
by  the  M^a  Life  &  Health  Ins.  Group. 
CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries, 
steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  &  AL. 
(800)  830-0583. 

HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO  -  custom 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair  - 
Columbus/lackson  (877)  477-1899. 
ALLEN  MDS-40-S  DIGITAL  ORGAN. 
Perfect  condition.  Contact  |im  or  Susan 
Link  at  (601)264-2116. 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 
INC.  Old  Bibles  rebound.  Also  church 
bulletins  ar>d  hymnals.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at 
(662)  455-6743.  Located  at  107  North 
Stone  Avenue,  Greenwood,  MS  38930. 
HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 
Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication, 
Repair.  Fax  illustrations  to  (601)  483- 
7958  or  call  (800)  368-2705. 
BRAN^,  MO  CONDO  -  sl^  six. 
Stay  3  nights,  4th  free  or  5  nights,  6th  and 
7th  free.  Free  coffee,  tea,  arxl  cocoa. 
$100.(X)  daily.  Register  for  free  return 
•rip.  Accrxnrnodates  large  groups.  Call 
eariy  fa  reservations  (662)  746-4632. 
CENTREVILLE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  is 
seeking  a  full-time  minister  of  educa¬ 
tion  and  youth.  MRE  degree  required 
and  some  experience  preferred. 
Church  has  new  education  facilities, 
family  life  center,  and  provides  excel¬ 
lent  benefits  and  salary  package.  Send 
resumes  to  Centrevilte  Baptist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  326,-Centreville,  AL  35042. 


HISTORIC  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

tuscumbia,  Ala.,  is  seeking  a  pastor. 
Send  recommendations  or  resume  to 
Jerry  Wages,  c/o  FBC,  203  North 
Dickson  Street,  Tuscumbia,  AL 
35674;  call  (256)  383-1515;  or  fax 
(256)  383-8713. 
PRESCHOOL/CHILDREN'S  MINIS 
TER  POSITION.  We  are  a  church 
running  800  in  worship  service  seek¬ 
ing  a  minister  to  preschoolers  and 
children.  We  are  located  in  a  fast¬ 
growing  medium-sized  city  in  the 
heart  of  Arkansas.  Seminary  training 
and  experience  preferred.  Send 
resume  to  Second  Baptist  Church, 
Attn;  Stephanie  Crockett,  701  Polk 
St.,  Conway,  AR  72032 
SEEKING:  DYNAMIC,  GROWING, 
SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  CHURCH  in 
Northern  Kentucky  is  seeking  a  full¬ 
time  Minister  of  Preschool/Children. 
Strong  organizational  and  manage¬ 
ment  skills  and  a  desire  to  be  a  part 
of  a  strong  ministry  team  are 
required.  Please  send  resume  to: 
Florence  Baptist  Church,  PO  Box 
456,  Florence,  KY,  41022-0456, 
ATTN;  Karen  Byrd  or  email  to  ksbfin- 
secffzoomtown. 

PARADISE  LANES:  Mississippi's  smoke 
and  alcohol  ftee  Bowling  Center.  Call 
about  Lock-ins,  group  rates,  fund  raisers, 
and  leagues.  Located  at  820  Cooper 
Road,  Jackson,  MS,  (601 )  372-7700. 
PEARL  RIVER  GLASS  STUDIO,  INC., 
(800)  771-3639;  www.prgs.com.  New 
stained  glass  church  windows,  repair 
and  restoration,  baptistery  murals. 
CHURCH  liEW  UPHOLSTERY  Free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601 )  776-66!J, 7. 


RAs  of  Corinth  Church,  Purvis 


Ludlow  Church,  Ludlow,  hosted  a  late  night  youth  service. 
Pictured  are  the  youth  choir.  Shaun  Selmin  is  minister  of  youth  at 
First  Church,  Petal. 


PART-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER  for 

Rankin  County  Church;  pay  $600-$800  a 
mondt;  P.O.  Box  5467,  Pwrl,  MS  39208. 
CHURCH  AVERAGING  100  in  Surxlay 
School  seeks  full-time  associate  pas¬ 
tor/minister  of  music  and  youth.  FMease 
sertd  resume  to  Calvary  Baptist  Church, 
2878  Old  Hwy.  27,  Vicksburg,  MS 
391 80;  or  fax  to  (601 )  636-7574. 
AOATON  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 
STARKVILLE  is  seeking  a  full-time  sec¬ 
retary.  Must  have  computer  skills.  Send 
resume  to  Adaton  Baptist  Church, 
1975  Highway  82  West;  Starkville,  MS 
b97&9;  or  caUf662)  323-3735. 


ANTICXTH  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
BRANDON,  is  seeking  a  minister  of 
music.  The  church  is  located  on 
Highway  43  South  between  Relahatchie 
and  Puckett.  Please  submit  resume  to: 
Antioch  Baptist  Church,  2350  Highway 
43  South,  Brafxkxi,  MS  39042. 
CHURCH  IN  lACKSON  suburban  are^ 
prayerfully  seeking  a  full-time  youth  min¬ 
ister.  If  you  feel  Cod  may  be  leading  you 
to  this  ministry  opportunity,  please  send 
your  resume  and  letter  of  interest  to; 
Search  Committee,  Briar  Hill  Baptist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  129,  Florerrce,  MS 
39073;  of  lax  (601)  845-0991 . 


November  29, 200t- 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 

Unsigned  letter^ill  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 

Each  corresporxient  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  InEiSpecial  instances, 
name  may  be  wit^ld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi. Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  iknited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  (pin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effea. 
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Family  Bible  Study 

The  message  of  Christmas 

Galatians  3:26-4:7 


I.  Michael  Barnett 


"Woe  to  you,"  is  not  a  greet¬ 
ing  that  one  usually  hears  in 
the  month  of  December. 
Custom  and  kindness  dictate 
that  we  speak  a  blessing  such 
as,  "Mer^  Christmas,"  or 
"Happy  Holidays."  People 
want  to  hear  greetings  of  c«e- 
bration  rather  than  groans  of 
condemnation. 

It  was  condemnation  that 
the  churches  in  Galatia  were 
hearing.  Not  long  after  Paul 
established  the  Galataian 
churches  the  Judaizers  stepped 
in  witti  their  heresy.  "Gentiles 
must  become  Jews  in  order  to 
be  saved  and  the  Jewish  law 
must  be  kept." 

This  message  heaped  con¬ 
demnation  upcm  the  people  of 
God.  Paul  uses  the  incarnation 
of  Christ,  die  Christinas  mes¬ 


sage,  to  emphasize  that 
rraemption  through  Christ  is 
by  oaoe  alone. 

iK  law  is  God's  standard. 
In  Galatians  3.24,  Paul  declares 
that  the  law  has  no  saving 
power.  Its  puipose  is  to  teach 
us  our  need  for  salvation. 

Paul  uses  die  word  "school¬ 
master;"  it  is  the  Greek  word 
“ptadagogos,"  or  a  tutor.  The  ref¬ 
erence  is  to  a  slave  employed  in 
Greek  or  Roman  families 
whose  duty  was  to  supervise 
boi^  in  bmalf  of  their  parents. 

They  escorted  the  roys  to 
and  firam  school  and  tau^t 
them  the  ways  of  manhood 
with  culture  and  discipline. 
The  tutor  exacted  punidiment 
as  weiL  When  the  boy  grew 
into  manhood  the  “paiaasogos" 
changed  ndes,  he  no  kxiger 
had  audwrity  over  the  child 
(see  GaL  4.1-3). 


The  law  teaches  us  that  we 
are  sinners.  When  Jesus 
saved  us,  the  law  had  no 
more  authority.  Its  purpose 
was  fulfilled.  To  teach  that 
Gentiles  must  become  Jews  to 
be  saved  is  therefore  hereti¬ 
cal.  "We  are  all  the  children  of 
God"  through  Christ  alone 
(Gal.  3.6). 

God  has  set  the  standard, 
teaching  us  that  we  cannot 
meet  the  standard  and  the 
standard  of  the  law  cannot 
save.  Therefore,  a  Savior  is 
needed. 

God's  sovereignty  is 
declared  in  Galatians  4.4,  by 
the  statement,  “when  in  the 
fullness  of  time  was  come,  God 
sent  forth  his  Son.”  God  orches- 
tratra  history  so  Jesus  would 
be  bom  at  the'perfect  moment. 

Religiously,  it  was  perfect 
timii^  because  the  Jews  had 
forsakm  idolatry  during  the 
Babylonian  captivity. 

Synagogues  had  been  devel- 
c^>ed  .giving  Jesus  a  platform 
from  which  to  speak  to  the 
nation.  Politically,  Rome  had 
unified  the  known  world  and 
provided  roads  and  stability 


that  enabled  the  ministry  of 
Christ  to  expand. 

Greek  was  the  common  lan¬ 
guage;  fiierefore  all  classes  of 
people  heard  the  message  of 
Jesus.  This  culture  provided  an 
environment  in  which  Jesus 
could  work  his  mighty  deeds 
and  declare  the  Gospel. 

Gcxl's  Savior  came  in  Gcxl's 
time  in  a  very  unique  way. 
Verse  4  draws  attention  to  two 
truths  that  establish  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  Christmas.  First,  Jesus 
was  "madaof  woman." 

This  statement  affirms 
Jesus'  humanity  and  speaks  to 
the  virgin  birth.  Isaiah  7:14 
tells  us  that  the  King  of  Israel 
would  be  bom  of  a  virgin,  and 
Matthew  and  Luke  dedare  the 
virginity  of  Mary.  Without  a 
virgin  bom  savior,  the  grace  of 
God  would  have  no  power. 
Christmas  would  have  no 
message. 

Secwid,  the  text  says  that 
Jesus  was  "made  under  the 
law."  Jesus  was  under  obliga¬ 
tion  to  the  law.  Unlike  other 
Jews,  Jesus  obeyed  it.  He  ful¬ 
filled  it.  He  did  so  vicariously. 
He  met  God's  stcmdard  for  us 


who  cannot.  He  satisfied 
God's  standard.  That  is  why 
God  in  his  sovereignty  was 
able  to  send  his  savior  to  give 
salvation. 

God's  salvatimi  is  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  Christinas.  Two  words 
in  verse  five  speak  salvation's 
blessings.  The  wcMnd  "redeem" 
refers  to  a  slave  being  pur¬ 
chased  and  consequently 
being  set  free.  Without  Christ 
men  are  bound  to  file  law,  in 
Christ  file  believer  is  set  free 
from  the  laws  condemnation. 

Adoption  is  the  act  of  God 
in  which  he  makes  believers 
members  of  his  family.  Upon 
our  adiqition,  we  stand  as 
adult  s<His  with  all  privileges 
and  blessings.  One  such  bless¬ 
ing  is  the  perscHial  and  pre¬ 
cious  relationship  with  God 
the  Father  (Gal.  4.6). 

The  bcmdage  of  salvation  by 
works  is  a  "woe  unto  you' 
greeting.  The  message  of 
Christmas  is  that  Jesus  fulfilled 
God's  standard  and  God  is  sat¬ 
isfied  with  him.  He  is  satisfied 
with  us  who  are  in  Christ. 

Barnett  is  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Ocean  Springs. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Gcxl  of  the  covenant 

Deuteronomy  2:1-3;  14^  15, 32, 33;  3:3-4 


By  Carleen  McGraw _ 

Snce  earliest  times,  Mo^ 
has  been  held  to  be  file  author 
of  DeutercHiomy,  as  well  as  the 
books  of  Genesis,  Exodus, 
Leviticus,  and  Numbers  that 
relate  the  story  of  how  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Israel  left  their  land  of 
Canaan,  and  fled  to  Egypt 
because  of  a  great  famine. 

When  Josroh's  father  and 
brothers  ana  their  families 
came  to  Egypt  for  food,  Joseph 
settled  them  —  70  in  number  at 
the  time  —  in  file  richest  pas¬ 
ture  land  in  Egypt  where  ttiey 
lived  and  enjoyed  God's  bless¬ 
ing  for  many  years. 

^ter,  Egyptian  kings  made 
them  slaves  and  for  some  400 
years  God's  people  had  served 
the  Egyptians  in  slavery. 


God  had  not  forgotten  his 
people;  when  he  heard  their 
dies  of  anguish,  he  chose  Moses 
to  lead  them  out  of  Egypt  and 
back  to  the  Promised  Land. 

Moses  was  80  years  old 
when  he  accepted  God's  call, 
and  thiou^  miraculous  signs 
and  woncrers  from  God  ^t 
eventually  left  the  land  of 
Egypt  deflate,  Moses  under 
C£a's  direction  led  his  people 
out  of  ^ypt.  Moses'  farewell 
speeches  in  Deuteronomy 
reminds  the  p>eople  of  God^ 
commands,  his  laws,  and  his 
faithfulness  in  bringing  th^m  to 
this  point  in  the  journey. 

Fre  remembers  when  they 
were  safely  out  of  Egypt  and 
had  reached  Kadesh  Bamea,  he 
had  hJd  them  that  the  Lord 
had  given  them  the  Promised 


Land,  and  he  said,  "Go  up  and 
take  possession  of  it  as  the  Lord, 
the  God  of  your  fathers,  told  you. 
Do  not  be  afraid;  do  not  be  dis¬ 
couraged”  (1:21b). 

Tfe  people  decided  they 
needed  more  information,  and 
twelve  spies  —  one  from  each 
tribe  —  were  sent  to  check  out 
file  land.  The  spies  brought 
back  glowing  reports  of  all  the 
wonc&s  and  goodness  of  the 
land  of  Canaan. 

Two  of  the  spies  —  Joshua 
and  Caleb  —  demred  that  with 
God's  help  they  could  take  the 
land  (Num.  13:30-14:38).  Ten 
spies  saw  ail  the  good  things, 
but  they  also  saw  me  people  of 
the  land  as  giants  who  would 
surely  destroy  the  Israelites. 

Tne  m^ri^  ruled,  and 
because  of  their  Lack  of  faith  that 
God  was  able  to  give  them  file 
land  and  their  fear  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  they  convinced  the  people 
they  should  not  move  forward 
and  take  the  land.  Because  of 
their  decision,  God  sentenced  all 
those  above  20  years  of  age  — 
with  the  exception  of  Joshua  and 


Caleb  —  to  desert  wanderings 
until  they  died. 

Forty  years  have  passed  and 
now  God  is  ready  for  this  new 

Generation  to  go  up  £md  take 
ie  land.  Moses  is  now  <120 
years  old.  Moses  told  them  that 
m  reaching  the  Promised  Land, 
they  would  go  through  "the 
territory  of  your  brothers  the 
descendents  of  Esau"  (2:8),  and 
the  land  of  the  Ammonites 
(2:19)  that  he  had  given  to  the 
descendents  of  Lot. 

Moses  encour^ed  Joshua, 
who  according  to  Gcxl's  instruc¬ 
tions  would  take  over  ttie  lead¬ 
ership  role,  to  remember  "all 
fiiat  me  Lord  your  God  has  done 
to  these  two  l^gs,"  and  assured 
him  that  "the  Loid  himself  will 
fight  for  you"  (3:22).  Moses  was 
to  commission,  encourage,  and 
strengthen  Joshua  whom  Gcxl 
had  diosen  "for  he  will  lead  this 
people  across  and  will  cause 
them  to  inherit  the  land  you  will 
see"  (3:28b). 

So,  ypu  are  saying:  "What 
dcx?s  all  this  Old  Testament  his¬ 
tory  have  to  do  with  me  in  this 


modem  21st  century?"  If  you 
are  a  Christian,  you  are  now  a 
part  (rf  God's  covenant  people. 

He  provides  fresh  opportu¬ 
nities  eveiy  day  for  you  to 
hear  and  obey  his  commemds. 
He  has  promised  to  be  with 
you  as  you  seek  to  know  and 
do  his  will. 

You  may  not  win' every  bat¬ 
tle;  sometimes  you  may  even 
fail  completely,  out  he  is  right 
beside  you,  he  will  forgive  you; 
he  has  pimnised  that  he  will 
not  leave  you  or  fcHsake  you. 

Just  as  he  gave  his  people 
diiecrtion  in  Moses'  day,  he  gave 
his  people  in  the  first  century 
directions  to  “go  and  make  disci¬ 
ples  of  all  nations,  baptizing  them 
in  the  name  of  the  Father  and  the 
Son  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
teaching  them  to  obey  everything  1 
have  commanded  you.  Ana  surety  I 
am  with  you  always  to  the  very  end 
of  the  age”  (Matt.  28:19, 20  NIV). 

This  is  still  Gcxl's  command 
to  his  21st  century  covenant 
people! 

McGraw  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Louisville. 
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The  Clobots  Are  Coming!  The  Clobots  Are  Coming! 

Bioethical  Dilemmas  for  the  Century 


By  Lee  Yance’ 


however,  one  would  be  prudent  to  be 
aware  of  what  could  be  coming. 

From  a  practical  standpoint,  robots 
could  be  used  to  design  robots  that  help 
ML  in  factories,  clean  up  polluted 


the  embryos  is  a  human  being  sim¬ 
ply  by  dint  of  its  genetic  makeup."^ 

Cloning  requires  the  creation  of 
many  embtyos  before  one  emerges 
that  meets  the  parameters  of  scientif¬ 
ic  progress.  TTie  others  are  extin¬ 
guished.  Is  this  murder?  This  writer 
shouts  a  resounding  YES! 

Nigel  Cameron  penned.  Tragically 
the  last  century  and  a  half  has  been 


\^th  the  advent  of  advanced  robotic 
technologies  and  the  eminence  of  the 
announcement  of  the  ^irst^^ppMM 
cloned  human  being,  one  has 
to  be  concerned  with  what|H|^H^ 
will  happen  next. 


robot  housekeeper  from  The  marred  by  numerous  atrocities  against  ^ 

Jetsons  to  the  much  more  vulnerable  human  beings  in  the  name  d 
fearsome  Terminator  who  progress  and  medical  benefit.  In  the  19^  IdV  OB  I 
seemed  to  be  part  human  century,  vulnerable  human  beings  were  j 

andpart  robot.  bought  and  sold  in  the  town-square  as  I 

Tne  Six  Million-Dollar-Man,  slaves  and  bred  as  though  they  were  ani- 
through  the  use  of  bionics,  was  mals.  In  this  century,  the  vulnerable  were  Also,  pk 
able  to  perform  superhuman  executed  mercilessly  and  subjected  to  being  used 
feats.  While  it  all  seemed  like  demeaning  experimentation  at  Dachau  and  —  ^m  pL 
fantasy  at  ttie  time,  it  is  now  Auschwitz.  At  mid-century,  the  vulnerable  exTCriment 

were  subjects  cfour  own  government's  radi-  Is  bioet 
ation  experiments  without  their  knowledge  activity  tl 
or  consent.  Likewise,  xmlnerable  African-  heed?  We  a 
Americans  in  Tuskegee,  Alabama,  were  vie-  are  "in  the 
timized  as  subjects  of  a  government  span-  biUty  to  be 
sored  research  pro-  bors  on  thi 


design  not  just  smaller  units,  Yancey 

but  an  actual  replica  of  itself?  fantasy  at  ttie  time,  it 

Then  how  long  imtil  it  starts  improving  becoming  a  stairk  reality  whkh  Christians 
upem  its  own  design?  And  how  long  must  not  ignore.  At  what  point  does  a  per- 
before  these  continually  self-producing  son  cease  to  be  human? 
and  self-improving  robot  engineers.  Before  September  11,  2001,  the 
start  looking  a  bit  critically  at  the  ineffi-  media  was  fervently  covering  the  stem 
ciencies,  flaws,  and  all  too  static  design  cell  and  cloning  ^ 
of  the  human  body?2  debate  through- 

Bill  Joy,  co-founder  of  Sun  out  our  country 
Microsystems,  gave  a  spee^  at  a  sym-  and  the  world. 
posium  titled  "Will  ^iritual  Robots  While  cloning  has  |BS3  1 

R^lace  Hiunanity  by  ^00?"  Although  been  outlawed  in  ^ 

this  writer  disagrees  with  his  assess-  the  United  States,  p-SB  v 

ment  that  robots  could  be  ^iritual,  his  two  physicians 
ideas  were  interesting  and  cmtuibing.  plan  to  clone  a 
Joy  recommends  that  we  stop  and  numan  in  less 
recogni^  the  dangers  of  democratizing  than  two  years.  JK 

the  availability  of  self-replicating  (i.e.  Panos  Zavos 
potentially  out  of  control)  technomgies.  runs  a  futility  din-  mn  Jfl 

He  contends  that  unchecked  use  of  self-  ic  in  Lexington, 
replicating  technologies  could  lead  to  Kentucky,  (he  has 
genodde  or  extinction.  since  left  ttw  coun- 

In  the  20*  century,  the  nuclear,  bio-  try)  and  controver- 
Iqgical,  and  chemical  weapons  were  our  sial  Italian  fertility  doctor  Severino 
bigeest  threats  —  yet  these  were  con-  Antinori  helps  post-menopausal  women 
trolled  by  the  defense  departments  of  a  bear  children. 

handful  of  countries.  Many  doctors  believe  they  will  suc- 

In  the  21st  century,  Joy  anticipates  ceed,  but  at  what  cost?  There  is  an  abun- 
that  our  biggest  threats  will  be  from  dance  of  evidence  that  donine  adult 
genetic  engmeering,  nanotechnology,  animals  both  endangers  the  motner  and 
and  robotics.3  can  lead  to  unacceptable  defects  in  ftte 

Many  disagree  with  Joy's  assessment  offering, 
of  the  ^aviiy  of  the  new  technologies;  Over  90%  of  surrogate  mothers,  with 

_  _  cloned  embryos  implanted  inside 


®  Lori  Andrews  and  Dorothy  Nelkin 
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Note  to  relief  workers  starts  blessing  cycle 


Yet,  faced  widi  the  and  work  and  [then]  you  get 
greatest  tragedy  of  this  something  like  that,  and  you 
generation  —  Sept.  11  realize  that  people  are  praying 
—  this  family  felt  it  for  you  and  that  people  care." 
needed  to  do  some-  Hu^es  sent  a  thank-you  let- 

thing,  anytiiing,  to  help,  ter  to  me  editor  to  the  Attleboro 
.  no  matter  how  little.  Sun  Chronicle.  He  wrote  in  part; 

So  Karen  Richa,  the  "Icimnotsureiftirey  [theRichas] 
mother  cind  a  bus  dri-  will  see  this.  They  may  never 
ver  from  Attleboro,  know  how  they  encouraged  us.  I 
Mass.,  loaded  up  her  just  wanted  to  make  an  effort  to 
kids  ^e  Friday  follow-  thank  tt\em  from  tiie  bottom  of 
ing  the  attack  and  my  heart  for  their  card." 
headed  to  Wal-Mart.  They  did  see  it.  In  a  lengthy 

They  bought  what  they  letter  that  Karen 
could  a&rd:  bottled  Richa  sent  to 
water,  first  aid  supplies,  Hughes,  she 

anything  that  mi^t  aid  described  the  scene.  ^ 

r  the  relief  effort.  "It  was  Oct.  11,  ; 

Brad  Hughes,  a  stu-  exactly  one  month 
dent  at  Southern  after  [the  tragedy]. 

Seminary  in  Louisville,  I'm  waiting  for  me  * 

Ky.,  who  helped  with  kids  to  get  off  the 
disaster  relief  in  bus.  She  [the  bus 
Manhattan,  didn't  driver]  arrives  and 
know  the  I^chas'  story  Amanda  and 
when  he  first  found  their  card.  Joshua  come 

He  just  saw  the  signatures  and  a  yelling  off  the  bus, 
heart-felt  word  of  appreciation.  'Mom!  Mom!  We're 
Hughes  unearthed  the  card  in  the  paper!"' 
while  he  and  the  other  Hughes  was  sur- 
Southern  Seminary  volunteers  prisecT  to  receive  a 
were  digging  through  piles  of  response.  "It's 
toilet  paper,  paper  towels,  and  unbelievable  the 
other  donated  items  at  a  Red  turn  of  events,"  he 
Cross  warehouse  in  September,  said.  "I  honestly 
The  monotonous  l^or  and  didn't  think  I'd 
12-hour  shifts  were  proving  ever  get  anything 
arduous  and  thankless,  but  the  back  from  them."  WORD! 
bright  blue  lettering  of  the  She  wrote,  "It  was  Mass.,  sigr 
Rich  as'  card  grabbed  Hughes'  a  sign  from  God  just  in  New  Vo 
attention;  So  did  the  message  confirming  to  me  —  ed  his  effo 


Thank  You 
So  Much 


Wftflt  a  wonderful  giftl 


CARD  OF  APPRECIATION 
—  After  purchasing  some 
supplies  for  the  Red  Cross, 
Karen  Richa  and  her  three 
children  of  Attleboro,  Mass., 
wrote  words  inside  this  card  to 
voice  thanks  to  New  York  relief 
workers.  (BP  photo) 


Bibliociph 

By  Charles  Marx 


B&H  to  publish  September  11  Kennedy  sermons 


copyright  1999 


Stephens,  president  of  B&H,  the  trade  pub-  New  Testament,  but  it  does  cmswer  some 
lishing  arm  of  LifeWay  Christian  Resources  Questions  people  are  asking  —  questions 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  tnat  might  ultimately  lead  to  people 

As  a  witnessing  tool,  it's  riot  a  pocket  accreting  Christ,  Stephens  said. 

"There  is  enough  room  in  your  pocket 
or  handbag  to  carry  both  the  Here's  Hope 
New  Testament  and  Kennedy's  book,"  ne 
said.  "Then  you  should  be  prepared  for 
almost  any  question." 

In  the  book,  Kennedy  uses  what  the 

^  Bible  says  about  eternal  life  to  encourage 

people  who  have  not  accepted  Christ  to 
call  on  him  to  help  them  through  this 
tragedy. 

"We  believe  that  at  such  times  as  this 
there  are  fantastic  opportimities  to  pro¬ 
claim  the  gospel,"  he  writes. 

As  far  as  America's  future,  Kennedy 
said  he  hopes  the  attacks  have  changed  the 
country  forever. 

"I  hope  it  will  be  different  in  that  the 
hearts  of  the  people  of  this  country  will 
once  more  be  drawn  to  God,  and  that  there 
win  be  a  spiritual  revival,  and  that  we  will 
hum  from  our  wijked  ways  ...  and  that 
there  will  be  a  great  moral  improvement  in 
this  country,"  he  writes. 

"It  is  my  pr^er  that  this  heinous  act 
may  be  used  of  God  to  bring  about  a  great 
spiritual  revival." 

Why  was  America  Attacked?  Answers 
for  a  Nation  at  War,  can*^  purchased  at 
L  I4f^\yay  Christian  Stores  or  any  Christian 
r  booliutore. 


UAK  EWNLN  NUHK  LAXT 


XRWS,  H  US  XRW  VPWUK 


Attacked?"  packs  a  lot  of  evangelistic 
punch  in  its  64  pages. 

Today,  people  are  asking  questions 
about  God  for  different  reasons,  and 
Kennedy,  pastor  of  the  10,000-member 
Coral  Ridge  Presbyterian  Church  in  Fort 
Lauderdale,  Fla.,  tries  to  answer  them  in 
his  book  released  on  fast  track  by 
Broadman  &  Holman  Publishers  (B&H) 
in  late  October. 

Based  on  a  sermon  Kennedy  delivered 
just  after  the  Sept.  11  terrorist  attacks,  the 
took  addresses  such  questions  as: 

•  Why  did  God  allow  this  to  happen? 

•  Cre  we  ever  feel  safe  again? 

•  How  should  Christians  respond? 

•  Can  good  come  out  of  this  tragedy? 

•  Is  this  attack  a  judgment  from  God? 

Kennedy's  weekly  messages  to  his  con- 

greg^hon  are  heard  in  30,0(J0  cities  across 
file  United  States  and  in  various  parts  of 
the  world,  including  the  former  Soviet 
Union  and  the  Middle  East,  via  radio  and 
television. 

"The  book  provides  comfort,  direction, 
and  encouragement  to  Christians  and 
reminds  us  that  the  two  most  inroortant 
questions  we  can  answer  are,  'Ero  you 
know  you  are  going  to  heaven?'  and  'Why 
shoula  God  let  you  in?'"  said  Ken 


Tj  OHJW;  RW  XRUX 


ITSWXR  XT  SW  NRUOO 


AWZWP  RLAYWP;  UAK 
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XRHPNX 


ETRA  NHB:  XRHPXQ-JHZW 


Clue:  H  =  / 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  ujbstitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
(iuzzle:  Luke  Six:  Thirty-Five. 
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